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United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development



Transformative approaches, 
leaving no one behind



Health in the 
SDG era

Health is a 

precondition, driver
and outcome of 

sustainable 

development.
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* CCA: Common Country Assessment; UN: United Nations; UNDAF: United Nations Development Assistance Framework.

WHO 
European 

Healthy 
Cities 

Development 
Approach 



What is 
a 

healthy 
city?



What is the WHO European Healthy 
Cities Network?

Founded in 1988

Active and vibrant process and platform for inspiration 

and learning for cities working to contribute to health, 

well-being and health equity

Key partner and vehicle of the WHO for delivering on 

global and regional agends

Three pronged approach: 

• political commitment; 

• technical excellence; 

• community participation



Where are we now….
WHO European Healthy Cities Network

Currently consists of 1500 cities / 200 million 

people supported by National Healthy Cities 

Networks in 30 countries

106 cities in total

• 81 WHO flagship cities

• 9 applicant cities, 

• 16 expressed interest 

Phase VII (2019 – 2024) marks over 32 years 

of knowledge, experience and innovation







Summit of Mayors – Copenhagen Consensus of Mayors
12-13 February 2018

Copenhagen, Denmark 



Phase VII core themes

1. Investing in the people who make up our cities;

2. designing urban places that improve health and well-being;

3. fostering greater participation and partnerships for health and 

well-being;

4. improving community prosperity and access to common goods 

and servcies;

5. promoting peace and security through inclusive societies; and 

6. protecting the planet from degradation, including through 

sustainable consumption and production.



Copenhagen Consensus of Mayors
13-14 February 2018

Mayors and political leaders representing 

cities from all over the world

Adoption of the common vision until 2030

Commitment to working together to 

build cities with people, for people; with 

health and well-being as a driver of 

urban development.
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Introduction

• This is a critical moment where countries and cities are facing difficult choices. 

• The evolving nature of the COVID-19 pandemic in the European Region is creating four parallel sets of demands that 

are interconnected and reinforce one another:

1. The outbreak of the virus, with no proven vaccines or therapeutics available to prevent and treat the disease

2. The burden and demands on health services, including those on staff to meet the demands of COVID-19 

response and maintain essential care and services

3. The burden of physical distancing on individuals, families and communities including local government 

services

4. The emerging economic crisis and the challenges for employers, businesses and economies 

• Despite the uncertainty and complexity, cities play a key role in the response and recovery efforts

Complexity, uncertainty and dynamic changes

http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.19.238311
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/11/15-165027.pdf?ua=1
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Cities and COVID-19: WHO European Healthy Cities Network 

Cities are national epicentres in the COVID-19 pandemic: not only in terms of community 
transmission, points for healthcare surge, international and national travel and trade hubs, as well 
as entry points into further country-wide transmission

Cities are the closest level of government to the people: Municipal governments work most 
closely with people, including vulnerable groups. They are an additional entry point to reaching 
people, with risk communication messaging, with trusted public health messaging and advice

Cities are where policy becomes action: They are key actors in national preparedness and 
response plans; key providers of services; and central elements of a sustainable future  

Networks of cities are key: Platforms to sharing experiences and learnings, promote solidarity, 
and coordinate support

Levels of government closest to communities
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Prepare, respond, build back better

Cities and local governments are critical

• Response 

• Building resilience and sustainability 

Key areas of action 
from cities across the 

WHO European Region 
include: 

• support to public health measures for COVID-19 response; 

• support to increasing surge capacity for the health system; 

• support to groups at risk of vulnerability; 

• risk communication and community engagement;

• community, social and economic resilience measures to mitigate social 
and economic disruption;

• building community resilience; societal cohesion; community actions 

• provision of culture, art and education 
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Resources for cities 
and local governments
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Transitioning to a ‘new normal’: City reported actions in 
the European Region

Response and recovery

Resilience and sustainability  

‘No regrets’

Spatial measures to 

support public health

Community 

investment and 

mobilization

Economic measures 

to build back better

Protect and support 

groups at risk of 

vulnerability

Community, social and 

cultural resilience 

measures

Leadership, 

governance and 

coordination

Source: COVID-19 Coordination meetings of the WHO European Healthy Cities Network



Thank you!

WHO Regional Office for Europe

UN City
Marmorvej 51
Copenhagen Ø
Denmark

WHO_Europe

facebook.com/WHOEurope

instagram.com/whoeurope

youtube.com/user/whoeuro


